
The following "letter" wa~ given to me by my uncle and aunt , John 
and Bes~le Jarvis Macdonald of Hemet, Cal ifornia, They gave it 
to me in the form of a photocopy of Caroline Butler Kacdonald'~ 
handwritten copy of the original. The person who wro t e the l etter 
wa~ James Butler , a ~on of John Lowe Butler I and Caroline Faro~ine 
Skeen. He lived from 1e.7 to 1900. He married Charlotte E li~abath 
Topham and wa~ the father of six ch lldren, all of whom are ... 
mentioned in hi~ letter. 

Caroline B. Macdonald was Illy grandmother, and she t ol d me some 
,circumstances surrounding the writing of this letter, as follows: 

~ames Butler had been bitten by an insect in Mexi co which caused 
hiM to run very high fevers. When this letter was being written, 
he was very ill and had become somewhat delirious while traveling 
back to t he colonies. He mistakenly got off the train somewhere 
between El Paso and Nuevo Casas Grandes and wand ered in the desert 
.. ost of the day, eventually making his way back to the train and 
to his home. He died very shortly afterwarde. «(If LJ:k;..t..) 

Caroline said that her father was dying even as he wrote the 
letter . He knew his wife's health was poor (she, in fact, died 
very soon after her husband), and the pro~pect of his six children· 
being left orphans caused him great concern. He apparently made 
crude s tone monuments in the desert so searchers could find hilll if 
he did not return. To me, the little stone monuments are a180 
symbols of James ' s intense desire to be remembered by his posteriq 
and to leave a "trai l" or a "footprint" for them to follow if they 
are "des irous. " 

1 feel that James's thoughts in this letter, much like a dream, 
reveal the objects of his deepest desires and concerns: God and 
hh family . Though his mind was muddled by fever, JllIfIes clearly 
had his priorities in order. 

~a~donald • .on of 
Oden Alexander Macdonald , son of 
Caroline Melinda Butler Macdona ld, daughter of 
James Butler. 
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MY FA1HER'S LAST LElibR 

Written by Caroline Butler M~cdon&ld in her own harmwriting 

JIlIleS Dutler's last letter, II copy' of the origiOl:'\ wlth:b was f ound in Lizzie 
Dutler Wilson's book Beautiful Ge.s - on Sept. 26 , 1953 after John W. Wilson's 
death al 1301 R. Nevada. EI Paso, Texas. 

Ja.es Buller 1utd gone to Ciudad Juarez Ii E1 Paso fro. Colonia ,lullre~ in orner 
to sell SOlie horses. 

He was returning to Coloni .. Juarez by trllin ami bee",_" ill. He got off fro. -the 
trllln on the desert 50_ewhere aod was left . He bee ..... vcry ill with typhus fever 
and .. dS wandering lIroun!l trying to find so." plllee to go While he wr ole this 
letter lit differenl intervals, the first IlIIge of which is .issing. It sbrts 

---so /I, little lOoter and I IIsked 111'0. Pierce if he would JOlin .e a couple of 
dolll1r5. He said "yes' but he did lIot get it for .e so I slllrted oul of his 
house llIlU he got up liS r sbrted to open the door. Then he asked if 1 wanted 
it now. I told hi. yes. He gll"''' it to .e hesitaUngly . I wenl dOWIl and had 
a sha"'e, cue to .y roo. 11 00 st"rted to wri t e to Lizzie a cllrd. but 1 felt so 
worn out t h"t I did not. It woke s .e leel bad thllt .y credH was not good for 
$2.00. What ""-,, brought this on lie? t feel to acknowledge the hllnd of the Lord 
to bring .e to " sense of .y duty to hi •. 

God works in " .ysterious w"y His wonders to perfo .... 

I relld in the bymIhook once timt h"d " good i..,rf!ssion on ,"" it r~n sa.ething 
like this . "Ye fearful s~ints, fresh courage take. The clouds ye ~o .ueh dre"d 
.... e big in .ercy lind will oreak i.n blessings on your he"d." I feel lo 
"cknowledge the "lind of God in these things and know it will pro ... e a blessing 
to lie. When, when I gol up this ItOrning I went out. Thought 1 would ~ttend [ t o] 
.y.secret prayers, started e~st, wt I traveled t hrough the field, could find 
no "uitllble place so I turned to the right and kept tn .... eling w,til Cllile to 
-;;.,,," the office of WiJ Illsin and back to the house. When 1 slllrted 
out I asked God by .y hllllble faith to tllke c""-rge of .., llIld \c"d .e as he Sa" 
fit. We l l, I prllyed a" I walked "Ionc. Finaly I got to II)' .iOO run 
On t he te.porlll things and t .he pussi bi 1; ties and the straigbt of what 
.y Patrlllnh,,1 Blessing said th"t if I could ti ... e l or it, I shouLd be blessed 
with ..,ans to do a great IIIIIly things. 1 found .y .ind nUl on teaporlll things 
instefld of spiritual as is the (:o .... nd..,nh of God. It says 6 days thou shall 
work IIIld on the 7th thou sha l l serve lhe Lord Thy God, and theu I rrftyed .ore 
earnest.ly as 1 walked a lone . Well it is now just <;1 o'clock in 35.inutes. lIilt 
take a .. alk as .y .ind hIlS been s.-what blank. It i.s now 11 o'cJ~ck in 10 
.imlles. My .ind hilS been running in all dire(:tion". I have s<we great 
trustin,gs t hat if I will do.y dut y I .i l l be greatly blest and lhen 'again it 
run back to the day I left Richfield and how 1 had been treated. So.e tiflc I 
.. ould feel like we l l I will wait ", .. tdlp.. It is nOW ~ ql)lwtP.r to 12 o'clock. 
There is one th i ng t h",t hfts c_e to .y .ind. I and lit 
litt le boy Ernest's ear and 1 will try and 
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It is no. 12 o'clock IU'" 13 win. r hove just. prayed bul.y .ind is still blank. 
I stayed rlgbt in the area of an old li.eklll {sie) up lowards the bills about 
til wile fro. tbe last houses, lhe track runs right /liong In /I soutl"r~st.erly 
direction lowards the hil16. It is no .. 2S win. to 1:00 o'clock . 1 ... liitling 
on !I pile 01 rock on tbe len of lh", r'OlId nmning to th .. hilill. I!y .ind is sti ll 
bl&nk. I IIsk the Lord to lake chllrge of .e and dict .... te.y .lnd while I pr .. y. 
lIell It is just onf! o'clock. 1 a. on /I little slope Mlrmlng ne .. rly In the or 

direction of the sun. 

t hove been pl"lIying to be led by the Spirit of God .-hlll .flIt [sicl that I My 
be enllbled to leach IIY children the propcr way to go that 1 My lellve .. liltle 
footprint here and there and then they ..,y fol h,.. There Is ., big rock on lhe 
left of the road where I prllytod lids ti.... It is 25 .in. »!lilt tlllc o'clock. I 
CYe to a .ain trav",led road running very oellriy south 1100 will ~ay lbllt th", Lord 
hIlS loosed 10)' toung .. (sic] and it I all not aoo I got 
s!) I was not afnoid to hear 10)' own volcf'. It is now 1.'1 _in. till 1 o'clock. 
J ftII on tOI' of It little raise tslc] on the left of the road. I will pile up s...e 
rocks if )'1.lU rill look to the right of the rOM! llooul .'10 yards you wi II see I!. 

Ifhile rock. Ifell with all of 10)' will pMer lrying to concenlnlte.y thoughts 
upon spiritUIII lbings, r was just planning land .atters 00 the BIIlchelon. r ask 
the l,onl lo forgive ... for llwll lind do "sk hi. who gllve ... II)' being to hell' ... 
to overco.e this wellkness thal I ~ learn to conceotrate II)' .Iud on the things 
I a. doing and I will try to keep the Stlbbalh day holy 1'100 l .. ach th .... tn do thi s. 
I pr·IlYl'lfter this .anner prllyers. It is now 7 .in. after 2:o'C\ock. r nS jusl 
kno.ing there is s weet er rest in he",v.,u lind nn. I pr""'y IIga;o liS the Lord My 
dictate. 

COliiog right up the ..,in tnlveled ro",,1 lo the rock qUllrry jusl lIIh the lefl
hand road thal is traveled by the Ernl z Wagons about 10 rods ul> the hi II ynlJ .ill 
rind quite a large rock on th .. I .. ft hand of the road. Here is where I last 
pray!!d. It is no. 15 .in. to ~ o'clock . I have been r .. stlng In the shade of 
a rock. Just on the right hand side of the road about J rods frOll the di. road 
nIIIfIlng around the hill, it he truely [si c] MDilest that th .. n: i s 1 powers 
stdving dth _n and it keep!> a person all 01 his ti_ to keep 00 the right 
track. 1l is oow 1.'1 .in. to .'I:P.I'I. I a. sitting in lhe si>&de of a river III' )'1.lu 
(f1o.-?go) around the hi II the rock quarry is on nearly? right. Behind it on 
thl: right of the road .. bout ~ hundred Yllnls fr<,. the hole lhlll the rock qUllrry 
Is. As I c .. .e aloog I WtlS constnin .. -d to hlk of whllt Brolher N.lt. Thurber s .. id 
In a Prieslhood ..,.,ting in Richfield . H .. IIsked the people to try to concentrale 
their .inds to the inside of lhot and to what WtlS being stl id. 

I reel thal the Lord opened .y .(lllth tin<! gllve .e utterancf" beyond IlY 
eJpec[ta]Uons . J feet to trust hl_, hut I .ade ooe .islake rillht in the heal 
of.y ttl!k. I got or! sOM!thlng llkn lhis tMt I had not lIeen II tetlcher 
but I htld been a tithe payer and had hught -:t children the neresslty of paying 
tithing, that M d a brother there could preach a se.-.oo 1 1/2 hn long but he 
did not pay as .uch tithing as I did. Now, that Is . Lord (orgive .e 
for lhal. I do not want to say or do anything lo grieve the spirit! "r God, 
therefore I ask his assishnce at all ti.es in helping?· -. 

J have ju.st finished praying. 1.11S constrained to pray for II)' wi"· it was? 
boJt to 10)' .ind what Brother Harry said when he blest her he gllve her tI good 
blessing and he told .e he Celt co~~tr .. lned to s .. y he felt as Ir ~he WII S laken 
to the 8e .. coast it would probably her _ l'Iy .Ind also goes l;><ock 
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to think if I could gel lnee glasses for her she could re&d snee good hooks it 
wo ... ld cOllfort her and do her good. t feel to ask.y Heavenly Falber to bless 
Uuie StN'ngtheo her in her .ind, strengthen ber nerves and ca ... .6e lbIot she ... y 
be prepllrffl for the labor thot does await her. Bless J.ues A. in bis weaknesses. 
Also John T. in his _akness. Aillo Bessie Cause thal she ... y hove thy holy 
spirit to be with her. Bless Caroline to inspire her with thy Holy SpirH. Also 
bless little ];rnest. Hless hi •. Cause thnt he ... y regaill hia stretlgth and ... 
hellrlng "nd thllt he ... y grow up and be a good and usetul lIOn lind stay lit h..., 
and lor " cnootort to his pIIrents. 

liell n is 6 o'clod<. P.M. If it bt. the Lord's ... i1t I will slarl to IIy rOOll and 
IIIIIk thllt his { ... J out upon -c. 1i",11 I _ke a reconl of these Udrlgs so I will 
lellve IlInd ... rI(" along.y trlliL so if IIy children can [follow?] H they t~et sO 

desirous for SOMe aid. What it lllkes to get in possession 01 the pro.ptlngs of 
the stHI s .... l1 voice of the whi"perings 01 the spirit of God. t had started 
to ..... Ite to Lizzie severlll ti.es but it se~ like I could not concentrate IIy 

.100 long enough to ..... ite an IntellilCent letter. Thlltsee.s the worsl thing for 

., to do. 

liell enough of thllt. 

r read once where a ... n hnd wonderlngs in his .ind. The piec~ run sa.ething like 
this: Mortn1, fix your wondering .ind upon the eve.-living knowl~ge. Let thy 
curious inclinations to the nctlve present bow. ____________ __ 

It is now 20 .in after <) II ••• In lhe 

It is now llbout 10 a... I Und I hlld a fever lind 4 very btld headache this 
IOrning. I went to bed look II"'" J_iclI ginger? I fell SOI(' whal 
since but I feel prelty well now. 
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